
80  |  Enrich goodgritmag.com  |  81 

Cursive handwriting is disappearing. Like calling cards, rota-

ry phones and evening glove s, it is fading into the past at an 

alarming rate. Soon to be found only in boxes of treasures in 

your Grandmother’s attic, this traditional and elegant way of record-

ing our words on paper is perishing right underneath our noses. What 

used to be a regular part of every third-grade class has been replaced 

by some sort of nonsense (like practicing for standardized tests—but 

that’s another fight for another day) and cursive handwriting is no 

longer on the daily agenda for young learners. Beyond an elementary 

level, the current generation of middle and high school students are 

often referred to as being the “cursive illiterate generation” as many of 

them cannot read cursive writing. They have a difficult time decipher-

ing their teacher’s assignments or comments on their papers—and 

the effects of this limitation reach beyond the classroom. Without 

cursive, how will our younger generation be able to read the recipe 

cards that have been handed down for generations? How will they 

decipher the names written in the front of the family Bible? How will 

they come to love and respect the elegance of a beautifully handwrit-

ten letter or poem? 

In an age where we all hide behind screens to keep from speaking 

to each other directly, the art of handwriting is something that we 

must save. Aside from the need to understand the importance and 

dignity of a hand written note, children are losing the mental skills 

that can only be gained by putting ink on the page by hand.  Some 

experts believe handwriting helps promote critical thinking and can 

help improve reading comprehension. There are some who go so far 

as to claim it can even be quite useful in helping children overcome 

dyslexia. One study focused on MRI technology to show that hand-

writing engages the brain when one is forming new ideas. In addition, 

a 2005-2006 study of SAT essay questions showed that, although 

less than 15 percent were written in cursive, students who were able 

to read and write cursive properly scored higher than those who could 

not perform the same skills. 

Before you shake your head and completely walk away from the idea 

that cursive still matters, you might want to keep this in mind: mas-

tering the art of cursive can be quite lucrative for those who are happy 

to share their skill. Many of today’s brides want to have their wedding 

invitations professionally addressed, preserving an appreciation and 

practical need for skilled calligraphers. According to Village Press in 

Mountain Brook, Alabama, hand addressed wedding invitations av-

erage about $2.75 a piece. Even for a small wedding with only 200 

guests that would cost $550. A quick scan of Etsy shows that custom, 

hand-lettered chalkboards can cost upwards of $100 depending on 

the detail and the word count. Not too shabby.

As the failure to teach handwriting has increased, the use of pens in 

the classroom is fading as well. It comes as no surprise that the frenzy 

surrounding that situation has attracted the attention of one of the 

largest pen manufacturers, BIC. They are on a crusade to save hand-

writing with their “Fight For Your Write” campaign designed to teach  

handwriting—and, so far, the effort has been a great success in many 

schools across the country. BIC’s Fight For Your Write spokesperson, 

Pam Allyn, said: “….moving from the cognitive to the actual move-

ment of your hand on the page – is very powerful because then when 

you’re going to your own reading experience, for example, and you 

look at those letters they have more meaning….”  She is determined to 

see that all children are given a chance to be just as proficient with a 

pen in their hand as they are with a computer on their desk.  

While you may not see the direct impact of a respect for pens and 

paper and handwriting on your life, perhaps this story will shed a 

little light. Pam Allyn went on to tell the story of a young boy who 

caught a baseball at a major league game. Afterward, he was fortu-

nate enough to meet the player who had hit the ball and he asked for 

an autograph. The player asked “Do you have a pen?” and sadly the 

young man did not. A sign of the times? Maybe. It was definitely a 

missed opportunity to set a memory in stone, because unless I’ve for-

gotten something, you can’t sign an autograph with an iPhone.
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