
100  |  Enrich goodgritmag.com  |  101 

G O O D  G R I T ' S  G U I D E
T O  H O M E  A W A Y  F R O M  H O M E

When you own a second 

home, the dreams of 

relaxing and living a va-

cation lifestyle each time you visit can 

become exhilarating. You can’t wait to 

sit on the sand or look at the mountains 

or sail around the lake; but the fun can 

quickly turn to aggravation if you aren’t 

careful. From making it your own to 

finding good help to closing it up prop-

erly when you leave, there’s a checklist 

you’ll need to help things run smoothly. 

This simple guide will help you main-

tain your second home easily so you can 

keep your feet propped up and enjoy 

yourself while you’re there. 

Make it personal. Nobody feels at 

home in a blank slate of a house that is 

void of life.  Including a few family pho-

tos is a good first step to making it feel 

like it’s yours. Adding special artwork or 

a few heirloom pieces of furniture can 

also make the space feel more like home. 

Choose fabrics and furnishings in your 

own style for a more personal touch, but 

don’t fall prey to kitschy themed beach, 

mountain, or lake decor (as they tend to 

lend a “rental” feel).  

Get to know your neighbors. When 

you have a home you don’t live in full 

time, it’s always nice to have someone 

keeping an eye on things for you. Be 

friendly with other families near you 

and exchange contact information. I 

have called neighbors when I noticed 

malfunctioning air conditioning units 

and water leaks, and have received calls 

when my neighbors needed to share 

helpful information. I actually knew one 

family who was robbed of everything in 

their home—in broad daylight—be-

cause the neighbors had never met them 

and simply thought they were moving. 

Had they taken the time to introduce 

themselves, they could have saved a lot 

of heartache and expense. 

Hire a Caretaker. Getting those emer-

gency calls about problems is never fun. 

It’s made even worse if nobody can get 

inside to address the problem. If you 

are five or six hours away when a water 

line breaks and starts to cascade over 

your second floor balcony, you’ll be glad 

someone was nearby to take care of the 

problem for you. If you are a member 

of a homeowner’s association, your com-

munity should be able to recommend a 

qualified person to fill this post.

Find Good Help. At home, you prob-

ably have a ready list of plumbers, elec-

tricians, painters, and handymen to 

help you out around the house. You are 

sure to need the same list for your sec-

ond home so don’t wait until you need 

something done to look for help.  Find 

a small, local hardware store and ask for 

a list of names. Get to know the people 

who come to do work for you and build 

a relationship with them. If you walk 

into your lake house on July 4th to find 

the air-conditioning is broken, you’ll be 

glad you know the HVAC folks. And 

they will likely come to you more quick-

ly if they know you—and know you’re a 

nice person.

Use Your Apps.  Several different 

companies (like Nest and Schlage) of-

fer deadbolts, RFID locks, lamp tim-

ers, thermostats, and even webcams 

that can all be operated from your cell-

phone.  We use a Nexia system for our 

doors and it has come in handy many 

times in the past. I can input a single 
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porary code for friends visiting, and can even open 

the door for someone no matter where I am—all from 

my phone. These apps can also be used to turn lamps 

on and off, open garage doors, and set the tempera-

ture inside your home.  

Closing Up The House. When you’re ready to head 

home for the season, there are several things you 

should do before you go -  and there’s a bit more to 

it than bringing in the patio cushions and closing the 

drapes. Be sure to turn off the water supply for all toi-

lets and drain the hot water heater. If you will be gone 

several months, you might want to drain all of the 

pipes and turn off the water at the valve. This is best 

handled by a plumber, but if you have DIY skills (and 

a street key) you can easily do it yourself.  You should 

also set the thermostat to a temperature recommended 

for the climate; but don’t make the mistake of turning 

it completely off, especially in a coastal climate. It can 

also be helpful to put some of your lamps on timers.  

This can make it seem like someone’s at home even 

when they aren’t. You might also want to remove any-

thing you hold truly special and dear.

If you follow those simple steps, your second home will 

become your personal Shangri-La in no time at all. 


