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At my house, we are in the throes of hunt-

ing season. Actually we are always in the 

throes of some sort of hunting season at 

my house, but nothing takes over our lives quite like 

whitetail deer season. Mud-covered trucks are in and 

out of the drive, boots are lined up against the wall in 

the garage, and camouflage clothing fills the laundry 

room. While there are a few weeks left before things 

shut down for the year, I am already preparing for the 

season-ending celebration of packing everything up 

for the next year. Here are a few suggestions to help to 

make sure your gear is stowed away properly.

 When gathering all of the hunting paraphernalia 

to pack it away, there’s a bit more to the process than 

choosing scent free detergent. If you are fortunate 

enough to have a cedar closet or a cedar chest, that is 

the ideal place to store anything out of season; even 

hunting clothes. Whatever you choose to store the 

clothing in needs to be waterproof and seal tightly; es-

pecially if you’ll be storing your things in a basement 

area. Be sure the clothes are completely clean and dry 

before they go in whatever container you choose. Plac-

ing scent free dryer sheets between each layer of clothes 

will help to keep them from getting musty while they’re 

packed away, and you can also use silica gel moisture 

packets in each bin as well.

 If you hunt with a compound bow, you’ll want to be 

sure you remove any mud or dirt before storing. Most 

modern compound limbs can stand being strung for 

years without issue, so it is not necessary to remove the 

string before you pack it away. If you insist on remov-

ing the string before storing, give it a heavy coat of wax 

first and then seal it in a ziplock bag. Remove any wax 

buildup from your rail and lightly oil all of the bolts 

and other metal fittings. Oiling the trigger, safety, and 

string catch mechanisms is also a good idea. Sunlight 

and heat can cause the most long term damage, so be 

sure to store it in a cool, dry place.

 For guns, the first step it to make sure they are 

unloaded. Next you will want to clean them com-

pletely before putting them away for long periods 

of time. Clean out the bore of your guns and be sure 

any cleaner you choose is ammonia-free. Apply a 

light layer of oil to all exterior metal surfaces. Don’t 

forget to pay attention to the wooden stocks by 

treating them with wax. Once your guns are clean, 

they need to be stored properly. Ideally, that would 

be in a gun safe or a locking gun cabinet, but if you 

don’t have access to one of those you can also keep 

your guns in a silicon treated gun sock, gun storage 

bag, or a foam-lined gun case. No matter how you 

choose to protect your guns, don’t forget to lock 

them all away safely and securely.

 When it’s time to finally clean up your truck, make 

sure you do a careful job. Clean everything out of the 

interior, and don’t leave behind any ammo or bottles 

of scent that may be hiding somewhere. For the exte-

rior, removing mud may seem like a no-brainer, but 

driving through the quick wash won’t do it. My boys 

once got so much mud in the wheel wells of the truck it 

forced the tires out of balance. Spend some extra time 

going over all exterior areas, even the undercarriage, 

and make sure you clear away all of the mud that has 

accumulated there. It’s also a good idea to take a peek 

under the hood as well.

 If you have a camp house that’s only used during 

the season, you’ll want to be sure it’s closed up prop-

erly. Every room should be cleaned well, but pay 

close attention to the kitchen by removing all food 

from the refrigerator, freezer, and cabinets. If you 

are fortunate to have a caretaker, some jobs can be 

passed along, but if not, don’t forget to set the ther-

mostat to a proper temperature for the climate and 

secure all windows and doors. Turning off the hot 

water heater and the toilets is also a good idea. De-

pending on your location, you may want to turn off 

water for the entire house.

 If you follow these easy tips, you will be glad when 

deer season rolls around again in the fall and you are 

all set to go.
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