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ALL YOU HAVE
For Rick and Sherri Burgess, January 19, 

2008, will forever be remembered as the 

day that changed their lives. Rick, one 

half of the nationally syndicated radio show Rick 

& Bubba, and well-known public speaker, was 

out of town speaking at a youth retreat. Sherri 

and their three boys stayed behind, spending 

time with family and enjoying the rare snow day 

at their home in Birmingham, AL. That evening, 

before Sherri got the kids bathed and ready for 

bed, she left the boys in 

the family’s playroom, like 

she had so many times 

before, and jumped in the 

tub for a quick bath. Min-

utes later, when she returned to the playroom to 

grab their youngest son, Bronner, for his time 

in the tub, he was nowhere to be found. After 

quickly searching the main floor, her greatest 

fear was realized when she looked outside and 

saw Bronner floating in the family swimming 

pool. Despite Sherri’s best efforts (and later those 

of the doctors and nurses at Birmingham’s Chil-

dren’s Hospital), sadly Bronner did not survive. 

In the short time it took for her to have a quick 

bath, Sherri’s life changed forever.

The days, weeks, months, and now years after 

their loss threw the Burgess family onto a path 

they never expected to walk. Through this trag-

edy, the Burgess family found a clear view of the 

plan God has for their lives, and for the journey 

He has put them on. Sherri writes about this 

journey in her new book, Bronner: A Journey to 

Understand. Sherri unpacks her experience and 

wraps it in scripture as she shares her belief not 

only in God, but in the knowledge that Bronner’s 

story can help a confused world see God in a new 

light. “Trial takes us to a new place where we 

need God completely—

even to breathe. I couldn’t 

let myself ask ‘why me,’ 

because it had to be me. 

It had to be Bronner. God 

used this to remind me that His grace is suffi-

cient. It let me see myself in a new light. All in 

all, it changed everything about me.”  

Sherri’s book is a loving tribute to a life many 

of us would say had been cut short; yet, Sher-

ri would disagree. Sherri knows that Bronner is 

alive and well and with God. That is her great-

est comfort. Sherri and Rick have expressed that 

they don’t see Bronner’s passing as losing him, 

but being temporarily separated from him. Rick 

compared it to someone being on a mission trip, 

saying, “If Bronner were grown and on the other 

side of the world on a mission trip, I would miss 
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“God used this to remind me 
that His grace is sufficient…
All in all, it changed every-

thing about me.”
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him. If he had been gone on that trip for eight 

years, I would really miss him. I would know he 

was okay and that I would see him again, but 

the separation would be difficult to bear all the 

same.” Sherri believes that God’s timing is perfect 

and that had she not stood at Bronner’s grave on 

that cold January morning, she wouldn’t be the 

speaker she is today. “God called me to speak 

and then He gave me the words.  He is so much 

greater than we make Him out to be. He is filled 

with love, grace and mercy but He is so much 

more. He reveals himself through this story.”

Sherri is quick to point out that their story 

is not a sad one. “I was glad to see this article 

would appear in the Flourish issue of Good 

Grit,” she said, “because we are flourishing.” 

Rick went on to emphasize, “We’re not just sur-

viving, but thriving.”

Although they still long for the day when their 

family will be reunited, they are comforted in the 

knowledge that God is using their experience to 

bring a message of hope to others. They live each 

day with the desire to show the world what God 

has to offer to all of us. “God’s love is for every-

one. It’s not something that’s set aside for special 

people. There’s hope for the lost. We are all equal 

at the foot of The Cross,” Rick stated. “God used 

this event to give our family a platform to speak 

to the church. We know that whatever we are 

facing, Jesus can overcome it.”  

Despite the pain and subsequent healing pro-

cess, Rick and Sherri believed that their marriage 

has been made stronger. And their lives certainly 

demonstrate a love and support for each other 

that few others can claim. “On the day I married 

Rick, when I stood at the altar, I felt like I was in 

the right place at the right time for the first time 

in my life. God put us together for this reason. So 

we could work together to find the answers and 

then tell this story,” said Sherri. This tragedy that 

would have broken so many has built them up 

and made them stronger. The Burgess’—who are 

longtime followers of Christ—exclaim that they 

are now warriors for Him. 

Rick’s last words to the youth group in Tennes-

see on January 19, 2008, were from John 16:33:

“I have told you these things, so that in me you 

may have peace. 

In this world you will have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome the world.”

Rick believes that God led him to that scripture 

for a reason. “You will have peace, but you will 

have trials and tribulation. But take heart—be-

cause you will rejoice when we win!” The entire 

Burgess family has seen the kind of trouble we all 

fear, and pray to avoid; but they have found com-

fort and peace on the other side of the coldest, 

darkest night anyone could imagine. In a world 

that is unsettled and filled with uncertainty, they 

look to a great and mighty God who tells us all 

it will work out according to His plan. They are, 

without question, winning the fight.

To learn more about the Burgess family and 

their ministry through loss, pick up a copy of 

Bronner: A Journey to Understand at Barnes 

and Noble, Books-a-Million, and on Amazon.
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