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Over ten years ago, as Shelly and Zac Brown 

dined on sushi during their first date, Zac 

shared with her his dream to one day build 

a camp for children. At that time, Zac was still one of a 

million singers trying to make it big as no one had yet 

heard Zac Brown Band on the radio; but Shelly fell in 

love with that young dreamer and never looked back. 

While some girls would have found that conversation 

strange for a first date, Shelly saw it as the vision of 

someone who had a heart for others. Zac is a former 

camp counselor and knows what a positive impact a 

good camp experience can have on a child. His com-

mitment to see that children of all abilities have access 

to such a place is evident. “We can release a remedy of 

love into the world by investing in children and using 

our resources to overcome limitations,” said Zac.

Long since married, and now with five children of 

their own, the enduring aspiration of building that 

camp is finally becoming a reality. “Zac’s dream became 

our dream” said Shelly, “and no matter where we have 

lived we’ve always looked for the right piece of land.” 

Four years ago, they found that special place and it was 

well worth the wait. 

 On a swath of land in Fayette County, Georgia—not 

far from where Shelly went to school—they bought 

over 400 acres of land that is quickly turning into a 

camp like no other. “The whole community is support-

ing the camp already. From volunteers to donors, you 

name it.  Everyone is on board.” Shelly went on to say 

that she sometimes even bumps into old school friends 

who are working there. “Just last week one of the guys 

on a construction crew turned out to be a classmate of 

mine. We had been all the way through school together 

and it was great to make that connection.”  

Make no mistake about it, Shelly and Zac are com-

pletely hands-on with every aspect of the camp. They 

didn’t just write a check and leave it to others; they are 

working side by side with carefully selected experts and 

staff to make Camp Southern Ground (CSG) a place 

where every child can come to learn about the outdoors 

and make new friends. From designating the locations 

of each building to choosing each activity the camp will 

offer to picking out the right chairs, tables and beds, 

they are involved with the entire design. Additional-

ly, the parent company Southern Ground is dedicated 

to supporting the entire project. With a record label, 

knives, leather goods, and now an upscale line of jew-

elry designed by Shelly, they are using their lifestyle 

brand to help fund the camp on a daily basis. 

Camp Southern Ground will serve children from all 

backgrounds, races, and religions, with special empha-

sis on those with neurobehavioral disorders, social or 

emotional challenges, and children from military fam-

ilies. They have dedicated their efforts to bridging the 

gap between a child’s heart and his or her remarkable 

potential. By placing children from different environ-

ments and different learning skills in the same family 

groups, they can help them learn to work together and 

to take those skills home with them when they leave. 

“Think about a child who may sit alone at the lunch 

table every day,” said CEO Mike Dobbs. “Think about 

that child hearing his camp family cheer his name as 

he crosses the ropes course, and then think about the 

ones cheering for him. It changes things for everyone. 

A child who never had a friend now has ten, and the 

children who would never have taken a seat by that 

lonely boy or girl will now make sure they are included 

in the future.” 

Another way they are going above and beyond is by 

doing a “100 year build”.  Many buildings on campus 

will be LEED certified and the overall model is put to-

gether with a long life in mind. Shelly and Zac know 

they won’t be here forever to take care of things, and 

they want the camp to stay strong and vibrant for 

generations to come. By using the newest technology, 

some of it even created specifically for CSG, they can 

easily meet their goal.  Once the camp is open full-

time, they will anchor their programs with nine weeks 

of camps each summer; during the off season they will 

be able to offer the camp to other organizations, pro-

viding a space for them to host retreats for the children 

and families they serve. 

The camp tested their plans last fall with four mini 

camps and things went even better than expected. C A M P  S O U T H E R N
G R O U N D
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“We had several parents who were concerned about the food,” said 

Shelly. “We don’t serve chicken fingers and cartons of milk, so many 

thought their children would starve while they were here.” On the 

contrary, the camp received numerous emails and notes of thanks 

following each session when children went home raving about the 

food. “We have worked very hard to perfect the plot of land we will 

use as an organic garden here. The children will be involved in learn-

ing about growing the food, as well as harvesting and cooking. It’s a 

more holistic way of doing things. Our children eat this way at home 

and we want the camp children to have the same experience.” CSG is 

fortunate to have a working organic farm as neighbor to the camp. 

The owners have become very involved with the camp garden and 

have overseen the preparation of the entire three-acre plot where the 

camp will grow its own food. Director of Construction Ben Ferguson 

shared, “We’ve spent three years getting that soil just right so we 

can plant. It’s been a long process but completely worth the effort.” 

Research clearly shows a link between diet and behavior in many 

children - especially those with neurobehavioral issues - and CSG 
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will focus on this as a part of their plan to help children thrive. This 

is only one of many ways they plan to help children learn about a 

healthier way of life for the mind and body.

One of the most creative components of the camp is the treehouse 

area. In the early stages, this amazing, adult-style treehouse will be a 

place where the best of the best from around the world can meet and 

collaborate on the ideas that make this place so special. The team 

from Animal Planet’s Treehouse Masters is currently designing this 

area and will begin filming an episode at CSG very soon. When com-

plete, this area will be an essential part of Camp Southern Ground.

The camp will host another session of mini camps this fall with the 

hopes of being fully operational by the summer of 2017.  Construction 

is moving along quite quickly and can go faster, still, with donations 

to bring this dream into reality.  You can donate money directly to the 

camp by joining the “Remedy Circle” campaign for a minimum gift of 

$100. By becoming an exclusive member you can leave a legacy and 

help create this magical place that will transform lives. Visit camp-

southernground.org to learn more and become a part of the mission


